Scleroderma-like alterations in collagen metabolism occurring in the TSK (tight skin) mouse.
Abnormalities in collagen metabolism similar to those occurring in the skin of patients with scleroderma have been demonstrated in the TSK (tight skin) mouse, a dominant mutant of the inbred B10.D2(58N)/SN mouse strain. These abnormalities, which consist of increased collagen content, accelerated biosynthesis, and increased extractibility of the newly synthesized molecules, suggest that the TSK mouse may be an excellent animal model for the study of the connective tissue alterations characteristic of scleroderma.